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Are the Junior Certificate written examinations cancelled? 
 
Yes. The Junior Certificate examinations have been cancelled and will not proceed 
this year. This decision was taken by Government upon advice provided by the health 
authorities.  That advice made it clear that it was not possible to run the Leaving 
Certificate Examinations and the Junior Cycle Examinations concurrently. 
 

State Recognition 
 

Will my Junior Cycle students get any state recognition for completing Junior 
Cycle? 

 
Yes.  
 
Students will receive a State Certificate of completion of Junior Cycle from the 
Department of Education - not the State Examinations Commission (SEC). Students 
cannot receive certification from the SEC as they are not doing exams set and 
marked by the SEC. 
 
The State Certificate provided by the Department of Education will state that the 
student has completed three years of Junior Cycle education and will list all subjects 
and/or priority learning units undertaken by students.  
 

When will my Junior Cycle students receive the State Certificate from the 
Department of Education? 

 

The certificate will be provided in the school year 2021/22.  
 

Junior Cycle – School Report 
 

Will my students receive a Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement (JCPA)? 
 

No.  The use of the Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement (JCPA) is not appropriate as a 
reporting and certification mechanism in 2021, it has not been authorised and 
therefore will not issue. 
 

If my students are not getting a JCPA, will they receive anything in addition to the 
State Certificate from the Department as referred to above? 

 

Yes.  Students will receive a written School Report on the broad range of learning 
that they have achieved in each subject, short course and/or priority learning unit at 
the end of Junior Cycle.  
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Subject teachers will assess this learning and the assessment will be based on each 
teacher’s professional knowledge of each student’s learning.  
 
The report may also detail separately the descriptors awarded to classroom-based 
assessments (CBAs) and/or priority learning units (PLU). It is acknowledged that 
CBAs may already have been reported upon and teachers should, where possible, 
avoid duplication of work. 
 

The report could also provide an opportunity for schools to report on other aspects 

of achievement including engagement with CSPE, SPHE, PE and other aspects of the 

Wellbeing programme.  
 

Who will decide what is included in the School Report?  
 
Each school will adopt a whole-school approach to the assessment and reporting on 
student achievement, following consultation with the teachers of third-year students 
to determine the most appropriate method of assessment (and grading mechanism) 
for the third-year group and relevant subjects. (See page 9 for a definition of 
consultation). 
 
The School Report may include:  
 

• the provision of grades or descriptors. The decision of whether to use grades 
or descriptors should be a whole school approach decided upon following 
consultation with teachers. It is important that a whole school approach is 
agreed in terms of what grading mechanism will be used across all subjects to 
ensure consistency and to provide clarity to students and parents/guardians. 
 

• the descriptors awarded to Classroom-Based Assessments (CBAs) and/or 
Priority Learning Units (PLU).  

 
TUI members should consult with their subject department colleagues to agree the 
most appropriate assessment in their subject area taking into consideration the 
cohort of students in their class and in particular, the ability of such students to 
engage in learning while school buildings were closed to students.  (See page 9 for a 
definition of consultation). 
 
Following this consultation, TUI members should advise school management of the 
appropriate assessment that will be used in their subject area. 
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Is there a template for the School Report? 
 

Schools may use their own report format.  However, any tendency towards 
unnecessary length and/or elaboration should be resisted. In this regard, the TUI is 
of the view that a school-devised report should mirror the report normally issued to 
students upon completion of term/house examinations – nothing more elaborate is 
required.  
 
Teachers and schools are already under very significant pressure in dealing with the 
complexity of the return to school buildings and in meeting the challenge of 
preparing students for Leaving Certificate Examinations while also generating school 
percentage marks towards SEC Accredited Grades. 
   
It would be unacceptable to have this scarcely tolerable workload needlessly 
increased. 
 
The NCCA has provided reporting templates that can be used by schools.  These are 
available at https://ncca.ie/en/junior-cycle/assessment-and-reporting/reporting. 
 

When will students receive the School Report? 
 

The School Report will issue as soon as possible following the completion of the 
school year 2020/2021.  

 

Teachers’ Professional Autonomy  
 

What form of assessment can be used for inclusion in the School Report? 
 

For each subject, the evidence of learning to be used and any method of assessment 
chosen should be decided by the relevant subject teachers in the context of the 
whole-school approach.  
 

Teachers may use a range of evidence to inform their assessment of students for 
inclusion in the School Report, such as: 
 

• Evidence already available from assignments, tests, tasks, journals, portfolios, 
projects, practical and other work completed over the course of second year 
and third year. 

 

• School-designed examinations, tasks, projects, assignments, essay style 
questions, presentations, or other tasks chosen by the teacher from the range 
of approaches agreed at school level. 

https://ncca.ie/en/junior-cycle/assessment-and-reporting/reporting
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Some students may have been and may continue to be unable to undertake any 
additional assessment tasks because of issues arising from the COVID-19 crisis. In 
such circumstances, the assessment of the students’ learning, and the report of their 
achievement will take cognisance of this. 
 

Am I marking my students for State Certification purposes? 
 

No.  
 
The School Report is not, nor can it purport to be, state certification. It is not 
certification at all, of any kind.  It is a local, school-devised report that should mirror 
the report normally issued to students upon completion of term/house examinations. 
 

Can school management decide what assessments are devised/used for inclusion 
in the School Report? 

 

No.   
 
Subject teachers know their students best and will be in the better position to 
balance a variety of factors in arriving at the most suitable form of assessment for 
their cohort of students.   
 
TUI members should consult with their subject department colleagues to devise the 
most appropriate assessment in their subject area taking into consideration the 
cohort of students in their class and, in particular, the ability of such students to 
engage in learning when school buildings were closed. (See page 9 for a definition of 
consultation). 
 
Following this consultation, TUI members should advise school management of the 
appropriate assessment that will be used in their subject area. 
 
The TUI will support members in resisting any attempt by school management to 
dictate what assessments are devised/used. 
 

Can school management dictate what is included in the School Report? 
 
No.  
 
As stated above, the details to be included in the School Report must be decided in 
consultation with teachers.  Teachers know their students best and can make 
informed decisions based on that knowledge. 
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The TUI will support members in resisting any attempt by school management to 
dictate the details to be included. 
 

Can school management or teachers use statistical software to determine what 
goes into the School Report?  

 
No.  School management and/or teachers may not use statistical or algorithmic 
software packages to determine a student’s marks/percentages or grades for 
inclusion in the School Report. 
 

What if school management does not allow teacher autonomy in determining 
what is included in the School Report? 

Management should respect a teacher’s professional judgement.   

Should any issues arise they should be dealt with using normal consultation 
procedures. If the issue is not satisfactorily resolved the normal industrial relations 
procedures can be deployed. In this regard, you should inform your local TUI branch 
as early as possible of any such issues. 

Additional Assessments 
 
Is the TUI recommending that teachers set additional assessment for Junior Cycle 

Students?  

• This is a matter in respect of which teachers must make a professional 
judgement. 
 

• The TUI recommends that members ensure, insofar as possible, equal 
treatment of students in a class.   
 

• Although small assessments/assignments can be set by teachers, 
consideration must be given to the impact that school closure will have had on 
students’ ability to engage with further learning during the periods of closure 
of school buildings and beyond. This impact is best determined at school level, 
by teachers of individual subjects.  The level of a student’s engagement in 
remote learning will be known by his/her teachers.  The teachers will also be 
aware of constraints that may have applied (and may continue to apply). 
 

• Some students may be unable to undertake any additional assessment tasks 
because of issues arising from the COVID-19 crisis (unable to return to school 
or to engage fully with learning). In such circumstances, the assessment of the 
students’ learning, and the report of their achievement issued by the school, 
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may be based solely on work completed outside of the periods of closure of 
school buildings. Teachers are best placed to consider individual 
circumstances. 

What factors should I take into consideration if I decide to devise an appropriate 
assessment to be conducted when school buildings re-open? 

 

Teachers know their students best and can balance a variety of factors in arriving at 
the most suitable form of assessment to put in place for their students.   
 

If teachers decide to conduct additional assessment when school buildings re-open: 

• It must be in strict compliance with the prevailing public health advice and 
must not put at risk the health of the school community. 
 

• It must be limited in scope – i.e. it must not be unnecessarily onerous for 
anybody concerned, student or teacher.   
 

• It must take place during normal class time and last no longer than a normal 
timetabled class i.e. 40 minutes or one hour. 
 

• It must take into consideration the fact that although teachers have used a 
wide range of approaches to mitigate the effects of the closure of school 
buildings, students have had a disrupted learning experience in 2020 and 
2021. 
 

• The assessment format chosen should be accessible to all students in the class. 
Therefore, the method or format of assessment used (for example, written or 
electronic format) should take cognisance of students’ access (or lack thereof) 
to the mode chosen.  All students in the class must be treated fairly and 
equally in line with normal school protocols. 
 

• The method or format of assessment used should be inclusive of students with 
Special Educational Needs (SEN) and provide differentiated approaches to 
allow students with SEN to access the appropriate assessment mode and be 
adaptable to their particular context. 

Any assessment that is conducted will be marked by the subject teacher. 
 

If the teachers in my subject area agree that we will set an additional 
assessment/assignment when schools re-open, when exactly will it take place? 

 

Any additional assessments should be set within a clearly defined timeframe and 
must be completed by 21st May. The timeframe will be agreed by the teachers at 
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school level and should be reviewed at whole-school level to ensure that the 
timeframes are balanced and achievable. 
 

In all cases, all assessments are to be completed by 21st May and marked before 
28th May 2021.  
 

Sufficient time must be permitted to allow teachers to mark work submitted by 
students. In this respect regard must be had to all the other elements of a teacher’s 
workload. 
 

Any additional assessment undertaken must not mirror the extent and duration of 
the state examined Junior Certificate exams; this would clearly compromise the 
health and safety of the school community.   
 

Am I being asked to grade students in the alternative assessment or award a 
descriptor? 

 

The School Report may include the provision of grades or descriptors. It may also 
detail separately the descriptors awarded to Classroom-Based Assessments (CBAs) 
and/or Priority Learning Units (PLU).  
 

The decision of whether to use grades or descriptors should be a whole school 
approach decided upon following consultation with teachers. 

It is important that a whole school approach is agreed in terms of what grading 
mechanism will be used across all subjects to ensure consistency and to provide 
clarity to students and parents/guardians. 

If teachers decide to hold a written examination, can students sit the 
examination/s in a hall, gym etc? 

No.  

In order to prevent the spread of the virus into or within schools, Junior Cycle 
students must not be congregated into examination centres for assessments.  Any 
assessments given must take place in a student’s base classroom during normal class 
time. No assessments should take place outside of the normal school day.  

 

Mock Examinations 
 

Should schools use Mock Examinations as a form of additional assessment?  

No. 
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If a school seeks to put in place a plan to mirror the extent and duration of the state 
examined Junior Certificate exams, this would clearly compromise the health and 
safety of the school community.  Plans such as these should be flagged with the Lead 
Worker Representative and, if the matter remains unresolved, members are advised 
to follow TUI’s advice on the reporting of such matters to the relevant authorities i.e. 
HSA. 
 
Recourse can also be had to the relevant collective Grievance Procedure. 
 

Consultation and Consensus  
 

What is Consultation?  
 
Being presented with decisions as a fait accompli or being told what is going to 
happen is not consultation.  
 
Consultation must be a genuine engagement that seeks to reach agreement 
regarding matters raised (either by management or staff). All the information 
necessary for fully-informed decision-making should be provided.  
 

What is Consensus?  
 
Consensus does not mean a simple majority or veto but exists where there is general 
agreement and support or an absence of significant opposition. 
 

Communication with Students, Parents/Guardians 
 

Who will advise Junior Cycle students of the assessment arrangements being used 
by teachers? 

 
School management should communicate with parents/guardians and students in 
relation to the proposed approach and timeframe for completion of any additional 
assessments.  
 

Adult Learners and Early School Leavers 
 

Will adult learners and early school leavers get the opportunity to sit the SEC 
Junior Cycle examinations later in the year? 

 
Consideration is being given to a later running of the Junior Cycle written 
examinations limited to Adult Learners and Early School Leavers. Further information 
on this is to be provided in due course.  
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These examinations will only be available to learners/students who meet the specific 
qualifying criteria.  

Further Questions 
 
If you have further questions, please email examqueries2021@tuimail.ie.  To 
facilitate a quick response, it is important that you include your workplace and/or 
branch in the subject line.  
 

mailto:examqueries2021@tuimail.ie

