Those Oscar nominations last week represented a real coup for Ballyfermot Senior College and the entire Post Leaving Cert sector.

Four graduates were nominated including Nicky Phelan for Granny O’Grimm’s Sleeping Beauty and Richie Baneham for Avatar.

PLC colleges are well placed to support this kind of innovation but the Government’s ‘cap’ on numbers is limiting the potential of the sector. Amid the Oscar ballyhoo, Peter MacMenamin of the Teachers’ Union of Ireland pointed out how over 6,200 students applied for 1,300 Ballyfermot places this year.

