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PDA President’s Message

Colleagues and friends, it is a great privilege for me as president of the Principals and Deputy Principals Association (PDA) to communicate with you in this issue of the TUI News. The PDA is a sub-committee of the TUI executive and thanks to the TUI News we now have the opportunity to make direct contact with all of our TUI members.  The PDA have over the years worked closely with the TUI on many issues pertaining to the work of Principal and Deputy Principal teachers in our schools. 

Since the Inaugural General Meeting of the PDA held in Oct 1969, PDA areas have been organised in the same way as the TUI areas. They meet on a regional basis with the TUI area representative invited to attend the meetings. The area meetings offer the opportunity for members to avail of a network of experienced educational practitioners in Vocational Schools, Community Colleges, Colleges of Further Education and Gaelcholaisti. The areas also act as a forum for the expression of principal and deputy principal teachers views, for professional development and as a confidential support and advice service on work related issues. The PDA also enjoys access through the TUI Executive to the sector’s management body, the Irish Vocational Education Association (IVEA).  

Areas of Concern for PDA :

· The regular arbitrary increase in the workload of the Principal and Deputy Principal teachers. The PDA is frustrated with third parties deciding on educational policies and practices that have an immediate effect on our working conditions.  

· The proposals of the ‘Croke Park’ deal.  

· Cross-sectoral teacher redeployment 

· The Further Education €200 levy per participant in PLC courses and the capping of PLC places in our schools and colleges. 

· The recently issued ‘Indicative’ calendar for the Standardised School year 2011-2112. 

· The unacceptably severe budgetary constraints in our schools and colleges

· The grave implications of the Value For Money Review of the School Transport Scheme report.  

PDA Working Groups 

The PDA has set up three working groups of experienced and committed members to address the issues in the following areas. Please forward your views to the contacts listed.  

Further Education Mary Friel (Contact mary.friel@macc.cdvec.ie)

Croke Park Agreement (Contact mickdaly2@eircom.net) 

Teacher Induction /Probation (Contact jmcgarrymoore@castletroycollege.ie)

PDA Conference 2011

The PDA Conference 2011 will take place in White’s Hotel Wexford from 16-18 Oct and we look forward to meeting you there. There will be an opportunity to meet and share with colleagues and to consult on a one to one basis with the President and General Secretary of the TUI.    

Contacts 

Contact details for all PDA Area Representative and National Officers are listed on the PDA link on the right hand side of www.tui.ie. 
We wish to register our thanks to the TUI President, Bernie Ruane, TUI General Secretary Peter MacMenamin, Paul Whelan the TUI executive liaison to the PDA executive, our recently appointed TUI Branch Organiser Ide Ni Fhaolain and the other officials and TUI executive members who have held discussions in recent times with us. Our interactions have been professional, enlightening and productive. We look forward to working with you in our common interest. Ni neart go cur le cheile

