Teaching cuts 'will result in pupils being sent home'

By Katherine Donnelly 
Thursday October 16 2008 

Teachers' Union of Ireland (TUI) General Secretary Peter McMenamin accused the department of breaking a promise with the sudden withdrawal of the early retirement scheme for teachers considered surplus to requirements, consistently experiencing professional difficulties or those whose retirement would enhance the education service.

He said they had received several calls from distressed teachers who deferred their application to retire to this year in light of the letter from the department which stated that the scheme would continue.

INTO President Declan Kelleher said the effect of increasing class sizes, as announced in the Budget, would mean that up to 300 schools would either lose a teacher or be unable to appoint a teacher next year. 

Up to 500 English-language teaching posts would be lost by the imposition of a cap on these posts and 200 jobs would go in disadvantaged schools.

Fine Gael education spokesman Brian Hayes said it was quite clear that the minister's estimates were "coming apart at the seams" .

He called on parents to exercise their power and work with the education partners to seek to reverse the cuts between now and September

Labour education spokesperson Ruairi Quinn said he shared the INTO's concern. 

"The devil is in the detail and we do not know the full extent of the damage that is going to be done," he said.

He said it was clear that the Government believed that "a good education is only for the rich. Class sizes are being increased, school transport now costs €300 and third level registration fees are up to an enormous €1500."
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