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To the Parents of Ireland, To the Teachers of Ireland, To the Students of Ireland. 
To everybody who cares about the Irish Educational system and I know that all of you here today do care – I say to you that the Government by its actions shows that it cares more about book keeping than about the Education of the Irish youth.
To all who care and to those who do not care – I have a simple message.
We are determined to protect the education of our young people.
As educators we say so as a right – to book-keepers we say it is a good and wise investment that pays off in the future.
In response to our critics can I say:
· The Teachers' Union of Ireland has not been scaremongering about the devastation that is being brought upon the Irish Education system by the budget proposals. This is true. 
· We are not overstating the effect of the loss of teachers on our schools; the loss of subjects, of programs, of potential career choices for our students. This is true.
· We are not exaggerating the crippling effects the withdrawal of funding for books and for essential programs. This is true.
· We are not saying that the service to our third level students in our Institutes will suffer just to scare people. This is true.
· We are not predicting chaos in January with the withdrawal of substitution cover just for the sake of it – and despite the welcome but inadequate amends made by the Minister on Thursday – chaos there will be. This is true.
· Niether are we here just here just to look after ourselves as teachers – as commentators and covert plants on Questions and Answers would have you believe. We are here to protect the system because we care. This is true.
My message to all is that:
Together as Parents, as Teachers, as Managers and as Students and with the aid of like thinking politicians; UNITED we are going to continue to fight these cutbacks in education funding and we will continue for as long as it takes.
To use President Elect Obama's phrase
Yes we can.
Yes we can.
And for the sake of our students.
Yes we must.
Yes we must.
Thank you.
