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A TEACHERS' union last night called for a levy on big business to help fund the education system 

The Teachers' Union of Ireland (TUI) suggested that companies that benefit from a highly-qualified workforce should make a contribution to their education.

TUI general secretary Peter McMenamin said that funding for education should be looked upon as key to economic recovery.
He suggested that multinationals pay a levy on their repatriated profits and that industries that had benefited most from the education system should sponsor science and Information and Communications Technology (ICT) facilities in schools and colleges.

Mr McMenamin said there was a genuine fear that as expenditure on education in Ireland in recent times was significantly below that of other OECD countries, future comparison with third world education systems might be more apt. 
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