Cuts target those 'who can least afford them'
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A THIRD level "coalition" of lecturers and students has warned the Budget provisions would only serve to worsen the problem of educational disadvantage in Ireland.

Lecturer unions, TUI and the Irish Federation of University Teachers together with the Union of Students in Ireland yesterday expressed their anger in a joint statement that the cuts had targeted those who could least afford the hardship.

TUI president Don Ryan said the cuts at third level targeted parents who could least afford the additional costs of their children's education.

Both working parents in a family could each earn considerably less than the average industrial wage and still not have entitlement to a maintenance grant for their children.

"It is no exaggeration to say that such a family could be confronted with the dilemma of which child they can afford to support in the next academic year. It is unfathomable that this could happen in Ireland in 2008."

IFUT general secretary Mike Jennings said they were completely dismayed by the minister's "lack of empathy" with this already grossly underfunded sector.

USI president Shane Kelly said the minister had signalled his intent to develop a two-tier education system.
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