Grant cutbacks: Shame on you minister, say principals 

THE most disadvantaged young people will be worst affected by next year’s education cutbacks, principals have told Education Minister Batt O’Keeffe. 

“The most appalling cuts are those which attack our most vulnerable students,” NAPD president Áine O’Neill told Mr O’Keeffe at the association’s conference in Kilkenny. 

She said he was saving a paltry €3 million by ending grants to help schools offer transition year, Leaving Certificate Applied, Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme and Junior Certificate Schools Programme. 

“Most of these are availed of by students who would be most likely to drop out of school. Shame on you, minister,” Ms O’Neill said, to an ovation from delegates. 

She earlier questioned the minister’s claim that 200 teaching jobs would be lost in second level schools, saying it would be nearer to 1,000 posts. Mr O’Keeffe said the figure was calculated after taking account of extra positions being created to cater for schools with rising student numbers. But, if there were no demographic changes, it is understood about 1,000 teaching jobs at primary level and 700 second-level jobs would be shed. 

The INTO decided at an emergency executive meeting last night to mount a campaign to protest against education cutbacks in the budget, and called on Mr O’Keeffe to publicly debate the issues. 

TUI president Don Ryan said the teaching job cuts will have a devastating effect on education.
