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As president of the Teachers’ Union of Ireland I am honoured to address this extraordinary gathering of parents, students and teachers from primary, post-primary and third level schools and colleges. 

This campaign and this demonstration are about all of the nation’s children. It is the birthright of every child – every student – in this country to be given the opportunity to reach his/her full potential and therefore to have access to a quality education system at primary, post-primary and third level. 

Parents, your child is unique. He or she has a time to live and a time to learn. And a time to avail of an education. The opportunities that the Minister denies your child cannot be restored next year of the year after. Your child cannot wait until this country’s economy recovers from the damage done by this government’s ineptitude.

The measure of any society and that society judged is with reference to how it treats its elderly, its sick, those most vulnerable and its children. Not so in this country, where children from lower socio-economic backgrounds, travellers and minority ethnic groups have been singled out for particularly brutal treatment. 

What this government has done will severely damage most of our schools and colleges. In addition, it has sacrificed the opportunities of the most educationally marginalised by withdrawing paltry funding and resources to programmes in schools and colleges that are meant to cater for the disadvantaged in our society.

The cutbacks lack care, they lack humanity and they lack compassion.

Are we going to let this government get away with the damage it is inflicting on our children’s future?

Are we going to continue the campaign up to the local and European elections?

We are going to look carefully at what all political parties put before us when they next stand before us, the general public. Let all political parties know when they come before the electorate that there is a heavy political price to be paid for sacrificing our chidren’s future.  
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President, TUI

