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Why TUI members are on strike
It is a quarter of a century since there has been a strike of this scale in the country. It is not an action that has been taken lightly.
· The Government has made clear its intention to hit public service workers again in the forthcoming budget. It has also failed to engage meaningfully with unions in negotiations on alternative economic measures. 

· We are not saying that as public sector workers should not take some pain in the current situation. We are prepared to take our fair share but the proposed cuts are disproportionate and selectively applied.
· We have already been targeted for swingeing cutbacks by Government. 1,000 teachers have lost their jobs at second level alone over the last twelve months.  

· Public servants have already saved the taxpayer €1.3 billion in 2009 through the so-called pension levy, recruitment embargo and pay freeze. The same measures will save a further €2.4 billion next year before any new savings.
· In a recent Irish Times article, Garret Fitzgerald highlighted how the nation is under-taxing in comparison to the US and other European countries by €4 billion, yet the Government refuses to consider a progressive taxation system that would ensure that those most able to pay and that the most vulnerable would be protected.
· Teachers and lecturers have already taken a unilateral pay cut of 7% and forgone a pay increase of 3.5%. Many part time teachers have also had their hours slashed in addition to the pay cut. 

· Public sector cuts affect everybody. Some commentators complain that the sector is overstaffed. Why then are our classrooms overcrowded and our hospital wards overflowing with patients on trolleys? 

· Pay cuts damage the local economy with the inevitability of less money being spent in local shops and businesses.

· We want an alternative approach to economic recovery which ensures that the burden is shared fully, the vulnerable are protected and vital public services are maintained. 
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